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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98, applicant and his 
attorney respectfully request that the following patents and patent publications be made of 
record in the official United States Patent and Trademark Office file relating to the above- 
identified patent application. The citation of the following patents and patent publications should 
not be construed as an admission that they constitute statutory prior art with respect to the 
present invention. In compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, copies of the foreign patent publications 
are enclosed. 
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U.S. Patent Nos 



5,485,933* 
5,961,082 
6,371,313 
6,631,813 



Foreign Patent Publications 

European Patent Publ. No. EP 0 716 825 B1 
European Patent Publ. No. EP 0 834 274 A2* 
Intl. Patent Publ. No. WO 97/26809 A1 
Intl. Patent Publ. No. WO 99/20094 A2 
Intl. Patent Publ. No. WO 01/41604 A1 
Intl. Patent Publ. No. WO 01/43599 A1 
Intl. Patent Publ. No. WO 01/87123 A1 
British Patent Publ. No. GB 2 224 923 A* 
British Patent Publ. No. GB 2 284 345 A* 



The above-listed patent and foreign patent publications that are designated with 
an asterisk (*) were cited in an International Search Report issued in connection with applicant's 
corresponding International Patent Application (i.e., International Patent Application No. PCT/CH 
2004/000679). Attached hereto is a copy of the International Search Report which provides an 
indication as to the relevance of these references perceived by the European Patent Office. 
The remaining foreign patent publications are discussed within the "Prior Art" section of the 
specification of the present application. 

All of the above-mentioned European and International Patent Publications are in 
a foreign language. While English language translations of these references are not presently 
available, applicant's attorney notes that European Patent Publication No. EP 0834274 A1 is 
cited in the aforesaid International Search Report. In addition, there is an English-language 
abstract on the face of each of the International Patent Publications. Also, U.S. Patent No. 
5,961,082 is a counterpart to European Patent Publication No. EP 0716825 B1. Upon the 
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Examiner's request, applicant's attorney will submit an English-language translation of any of 
these European and International references. In such circumstances, no further comments 
concerning the relevance of the foregoing patents and patent publications with respect to the 
patentability of the present invention are deemed necessary. 

In order to facilitate the Examiner's citation of the patents and patent publications 
listed above, applicant's attorney has completed United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Form PTO/SB/08A . The completed Forms are attached hereto for the Examiner's convenience. 

No fees are believed to be due in connection with the submission of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. If any fees are due, including extension and petition fees, 
the Examiner is hereby authorized to charge them to Deposit Account No. 503571 . 



Respectfully submitted, 
McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP 




By: Sanjiv M. Chokshi 
Reg. No. 44,080 



Four Gateway Center 
100 Mulberry Street 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 
(973) 622-4444, Ext. 4367 
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PTO/SB/083 (09-06) 
Approved for use through 03/31/2007. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 
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EP 0 716 825 Bl 
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Walter 
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Walter, et al. 
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Walter, et al. 
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Walter, et al. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. Enter Office* that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST. 3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



